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Rick Wartzman & Will Hopper

About Rick Wartzman
Rick Wartzman is the executive director of the Drucker Institute at Claremont Graduate 
University.

Before joining the Institute, Rick worked for two decades in newspapers. He began his 
career at The Wall Street Journal, where he served in a variety of positions, including 
White House correspondent and founding editor of the paper’s weekly California section. 
He joined the Los Angeles Times in 2002 as business editor and, in that role, helped shape 
“The Wal-Mart Effect,” which won the 2004 Pulitzer Prize for National Reporting. Rick later 
became editor of the newspaper’s Sunday magazine, West.

He is the co-author, with Mark Arax, of the best-seller The King of California: J.G. Boswell 
and the Making of a Secret American Empire, which was selected as one of the 10 best 
books of 2003 by the San Francisco Chronicle and one of the 10 best nonfiction books of 
the year by the Los Angeles Times. It also won, among other honors, a California Book 
Award and the William Saroyan International Prize for Writing. His new book, Obscene 
in the Extreme: The Burning and Banning of John Steinbeck’s The Grapes of Wrath, was 
published by PublicAffairs in fall 2008. It was a Borders “Original Voices” selection, one 
of the Los Angeles Times’ 25 favorite nonfiction books of the year and a finalist for the 
Los Angeles Times Book Prize in history. Rick serves on the board of the National Human 
Services Assembly, a Washington-based association of the country’s leading nonprofits, 
including the American Red Cross, Boys & Girls Clubs of America and United Way World-
wide.

He writes “The Drucker Difference” column for BusinessWeek online.

“The Puritan Gift: How America achieved dominance 
in management for so long--and how it lost its way.”


